
 

 

2016 TOP 3 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES_____________________ 

1. Annexation, Deannexation and Incorporation- 
While annexation by and incorporation of municipalities may be appropriate, these 
processes are abused when their primary objectives are circumventing a county’s land 
use plan, zoning or other ordinances, or shifting limited fiscal resources while not 
assuming appropriate service delivery responsibilities.  ACCG asks the General Assembly 
to ensure counties receive adequate notice before local legislation is introduced to 
annex a portion of the unincorporated area into a city.  Furthermore, ACCG supports 
measures to study service delivery and financial impacts on the entire county before 
approval is given to vote on the creation of a new city.  Lastly, ACCG believes that the 
Georgia Constitution authorizes only two forms of general purpose local governments 
and that “city lite” is not a legally authorized form.  When new cities are formed they 
are granted access to several sources of revenue that previously helped fund county 
services.  All newly created cities should take on a level of service delivery 
responsibilities equal to the revenue shifted away from the county. 
 

2. Juvenile Justice Funding 
Counties must have assistance in providing services to juveniles at the local level.  The 
Juvenile Justice Reform package placed numerous unfunded mandates on county 
government.  ACCG urges the Governor and the General Assembly to provide state 
funding for counties to hire attorneys to prosecute, defend and represent parties in 
delinquency, CHINS (child in need of services) and dependency cases, as well as to 
increase state funding to ALL counties for community-based services for juveniles. 
Fifteen prosecutor positions for juvenile courts were funded in the 2016 budget. 
However, counties continue to need prosecutors and public defenders in juvenile court. 

 
3. Modernization and Balanced Funding of the E-9-1-1 System 

Urge the Governor and the Legislature to move forward on the recommendations of the 
Governor’s Commission on 9-1-1 System Modernization.   ACCG supports a uniform 9-1-
1 fee. The fee should be set at $1.50 on all wireless and prepaid services.  Additionally, 
the cost recovery charge by providers from the 9-1-1 fee should be eliminated.  With the 
implementation of next generation 9-1-1 systems, it is imperative that a state agency 
fully staff the coordination, monitoring and regulation and auditing of all 9-1-1 activities 
in the state. 

 


